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Building the collaboration layer students always needed.



When you're choosing between Psychology, Economics, Political Science, Sociology, or Kannada Literature,
the right question is: "Which path fits how | actually like to analyze, communicate, and create change?”

This guide breaks down 5 entry pathways, simplifies 15+ specializations into 5
practical domains, and gives you brutally honest filters to choose your college -
based on what Karnataka students actually experience. At C2 Club, we believe
Humanities is more than a degree; it's about finding the right environment to
build critical thinking, communication, and civic awareness that actually

matters in real-world careers.

5 Ways to Enter Social Sciences &
Humanities

Before you dive in, understand the entry pathways and financial differences.
Note that BA admissions rely heavily on PUC marks and merit, with some

programs requiring entrance tests.

PATHWAY BEST FOR KEY DIFFERENTIATOR APPROX.
FEES/YEAR

State Merit Karnataka domicile, Govt First Grade Colleges & 35K - R25K
(PUC %) budget-conscious State Unis admit via

KEA/PUC merit cutoffs
University Targeting Christ, PES, Institutional tests + PUC 340K - %1.5L
Entrance Tests JAIN, Mount Carmel weightage, structured

curriculum, industry tie-ups
CUET (Central Targeting CUET- Standardized test, 20K - 80K
Universities) participating unis centralized counseling,

across India research-focused

curriculum
Integrated High scorers targeting 5-year integrated programs 30K - X1L
BA+MA research/academia with built-in PG, research
Programs exposure
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APPROX.

PATHWAY BEST FOR KEY DIFFERENTIATOR

FEES/YEAR
Direct/Private Flexible entry, specific Management quota, higher 50K — 3L+
Admission campus preference fees, faster onboarding,

variable faculty quality

UNIVERSAL TRUTH

All pathways lead to a UGC-recognized BA (3 years under NEP). The
difference is faculty quality, research exposure, internship networks, and
how early you can start skill stacking. Choose based on your career intent

and budget - not just "prestige" or location.

® Karnataka Reality Check Most BA students in Karnataka study in tier-2/3

cities (Mysuru, Mangaluru, Hubballi, Belagavi, Kalaburagi) and build careers
via teaching, govt exams, or local NGOs. Bangalore offers more
corporate/NGO opportunities but higher living costs. Prioritize colleges with
active debate societies, research projects, and career guidance - not just

brand names.

Don't pick a Humanities course by
"tradition". Pick by what you'll enjoy daily.

Humanities is about how you want to understand people, systems, and society.
Group specializations by their core "daily grind” to find your fit.

C2 CLUB — STUDENT COMMUNITY APP

C2 Club — Page 3 of 11



®. Communication & Language
Studies

INCLUDES: English, Kannada,
Journalism, Mass Communication,
Linguistics, Translation

BEST IF: You enjoy writing, speaking,
storytelling, and analyzing how language
shapes thought.

YOU'LL DEAL WITH: Essays,
presentations, media analysis,
translation projects, content creation.

CON: High competition in
media/journalism; requires consistent
portfolio building; Al tools disrupting
content creation.

f[il Economics, Policy &
Governance

INCLUDES: Economics, Political
Science, Public Policy, International
Relations, Geography

BEST IF: You enjoy data analysis, policy
debates, governance structures, and
macro-level problem-solving.

YOU'LL DEAL WITH: Statistics, policy
papers, election analysis, GIS mapping,
research reports.

CON: Competitive govt exam
landscape; requires strong quantitative
skills for economics; policy roles often
need PG.

€) Behavioral & Social Analysis

INCLUDES: Psychology, Sociology,
Anthropology, Social Work, Public
Administration

BEST IF: You enjoy understanding
human behavior, social patterns,
community dynamics, and policy
impact.

YOU'LL DEAL WITH: Surveys, case
studies, field visits, counseling basics,
policy analysis.

CON: High PG requirement for
clinical/consulting roles; early-career
roles often NGO/academy-based;
emotional labor in social work.

& Creative & Cultural Studies

INCLUDES: History, Philosophy,
Literature, Fine Arts, Cultural Studies,
Heritage Management

BEST IF: You enjoy critical thinking,
cultural analysis, creative expression,
and preserving knowledge.

YOU'LL DEAL WITH: Textual analysis,
research papers, exhibitions, archival
work, creative projects.

CON: Limited direct corporate
pathways; often requires PG or skill
stacking for employability; subjective
evaluation.
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:=  Law-Adjacent & Civic Engagement

INCLUDES: Political Science, Public Administration, Human Rights, Gender Studies,
Development Studies

BEST IF: You enjoy advocacy, legal frameworks, social justice, and community organizing.

YOU'LL DEAL WITH: Case studies, policy briefs, community projects, legal research,
advocacy campaigns.

CON: Often requires PG or law degree for core roles; NGO sector can be underfunded;
emotional burnout risk.

I 7 Brutally Honest Reality Checks

Forget the brochures. Use these practical filters to see if a Humanities path is

actually worth your 3 years.

ol The "Skill Stacking” Imperative

BA alone rarely crosses 23.5L starting salary in core Humanities roles. Adding digital
skills (content writing, data analysis, social media, basic coding) or certifications
(TET, counseling, project management) is the real gateway to 5L-10L+ roles. If you
plan to stop at BA, build applied skills before Year 2.

02 The “Civil Services” Reality

UPSC/KPSC prep is a marathon, not a sprint. Only ~0.1-0.3% of aspirants clear UPSC
CSE. If this is your goal, start structured prep by Year 2, but keep a parallel skill track
(teaching, content, research) - don't bet everything on one exam.
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03

04

05

06

07

The "Teaching Pathway” Clarity

~40-50% of BA grads in Karnataka eventually pivot to teaching (B.Ed + TET), edtech,
or govt exams. If that's your path, start preparing by Year 2. Don't wait until
graduation to realize you need CTET/TET + B.Ed.

The "Bangalore vs. Tier-2/3" Trade-off

Bangalore offers more corporate/NGO/internship opportunities but higher living
costs and competition. Tier-2/3 cities offer lower costs, stronger community
networks, and govt exam coaching access - but fewer corporate roles. Choose
based on your career intent and budget.

The 'Research vs. Industry” Split

If you enjoy deep research, target colleges with active faculty research,
undergraduate projects, and MA/PhD pathways. If you prefer industry roles,
prioritize colleges with internship tie-ups, skill workshops, and placement support.
Don't assume all BA programs offer both.

The "Language Advantage” in Karnataka

Bilingual proficiency (Kannada + English) is a massive asset in govt jobs, media,
education, and local business. If you're not fluent in Kannada, consider building it
during your BA - it opens doors that English-only grads miss.

The "Mental Load” of Humanities

Studying society, inequality, and human suffering can be emotionally heavy. Burnout
is real - especially in social work, psychology, or advocacy tracks. Build a support
system early. Join C2 Club's Humanities community to find peers who understand
the grind and share coping strategies.
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‘ How to Accelerate or Pivot Mid-Degree

BA doesn't have a single high-stakes entrance. Your trajectory is shaped by

choices made during the 3 years.

it Option I: Civil Services Track f&» Option 2: Teaching & EdTech
(UPSC/KPSC) Track

Focus on optional subject mastery, Stack BA with B.Ed prep, TET/CTET
current affairs, answer writing, and coaching, content creation skills, or
mock tests. Target KPSC KAS or UPSC online teaching practice. TIMELINE:
CSE. TIMELINE: Start structured prep Begin B.EA/TET prep by Year 2.

by Semester 3.

% Option 3: Research & Academia %" Option 4: Corporate & Creative

Track Track

Focus on research projects, Stack BA with digital marketing, content

publications, MA/MSW/MPP entrance writing, data literacy, or design thinking.

prep (CUET-PG, university tests). Intern at media, NGOs, or startups.

TIMELINE: Start by Semester 4. TIMELINE: Start skill-building by
Semester 2.

REALITY CHECK

These aren't "backup" paths - they're parallel tracks with different growth
curves. A BA grad with strong content + digital skills can hit 2 6-8L+ in Year
2 without MA. A BA grad with clean research output can secure fully funded
MA/PhD abroad. Your choices before Semester 5 dictate your trajectory.
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The After-Degree Reality: 6 Main Routes

(Karnataka-Focused)
STARTING

CAREER TYPICAL INCOME
ROUTE ROLES (KARNATAKA)
Civil KPSC KAS, X50K -
Services / UPSC CSE, T1L+/month
Govt State Dept (after selection)

Roles
Teaching PGT, TET X2.5L - X6L/year
& EdTech Teacher,

EdTech

Content,

Online Tutor
Research Research 325K — 45K
& Assistant, (stipend)
Academia MA/PhD

Scholar, Policy

Analyst
NGO/ Program X2.5L - X7L/year
Social Coordinator,
Sector Field Officer,

Advocacy Lead
Media & Content 3L - X8L/year
Content Writer,

Journalist,

Social Media

Manager,

Translator

TIME TO
STABILITY

3-6 yrs
(prep +
selection)

2-3 yrs

3-5yrs (MA
+ PhD)

2-4 yrs

1-3 yrs
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WHAT
EMPLOYERS
LOOK FOR

Exam scores,
interview
performance, local
language, integrity

B.Ed, TET/CTET,
communication,
curriculum design

Research output,
methodology
skills, CUET-
PG/GATE scores

Field experience,
project
management, local
language, empathy

Portfolio, writing
speed, digital
tools, bilingual
ability



CAREER TYPICAL STARTING TIME TO WHAT

ROUTE ROLES INCOME STABILITY EMPLOVERS
(KARNATAKA) LOOK FOR
Corporate HR Associate, 3L -X7L/year 2-3 yrs Communication,
Support Customer problem-solving,
Success, basic tech literacy,
Operations, adaptability

Compliance

Note "Own coaching center/content studio/NGO" takes 3-6 years to

stabilize after setup costs (32L-15L). Most Humanities entrepreneurs start
after 4-7 years of experience + network + capital accumulation. Salary
ranges are based on observable patterns from Karnataka student networks -

not brochure claims.

‘ Your Admission Roadmap

Since cutoffs and dates shift annually, follow this process-based timeline
instead of fixed dates.

1 Phase I: Results & Eligibility Mapping

Check PUC cutoffs for state merit, register for CUET/university tests if targeting
private/central unis, download NEP syllabus comparison.
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Phase 2: Strategic Shortlisting (Faculty > Brand)

Apply the "7 Reality Checks" to 15—-20 colleges. Prioritize: faculty research output,
debate/essay societies, internship tie-ups, career guidance. Verify via C2 Club
senior networks or campus visits.

Phase 3: Application & Documentation

Submit forms (KEA/CUET/University portals). Prepare: 10th/12th marks, study
certificate, domicile, category/income certs, migration (if applicable). Keep digital +
physical copies.

Phase 4: Enrollment & Day-1 Skill Plan

Complete fee payment, document verification, hostel allocation. Before Semester 1
ends: pick 2 skill tracks (e.g., content writing + data literacy, or TET prep +
counseling basics), join C2 Club Humanities hubs, identify 1internship/research
target for Semester 3.

Official Sources of Truth

Avoid WhatsApp rumors. Only trust these portals for syllabus, admissions, and

funding:

UGC NEP Guidelines: ugc.gov.in

KEA (Karnataka Merit): cetonline.karnataka.gov.in/kea/

CUET: cuet.samarth.ac.in

UPSC: upsc.gov.in

KPSC: kpsc.kar.nic.in

NPTEL/SWAYAM Certifications: nptel.ac.in
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https://cuet.samarth.ac.in/
https://upsc.gov.in/
https://kpsc.kar.nic.in/
https://nptel.ac.in/

C2 CLUB

A Data is only Step 1. Don't build your choice list
alone.

15+ Courses, 100+ Colleges, and countless pathways. Stop guessing.

We unlocked the ultimate student collaboration hub inside the free C2 Club App.

Commerce, Engineering, and Medical seniors from top campuses across Karnataka are active inside

C2 Club right now. Review campus placement truths, cut-offs, and option entry realities before
making your final decisions.

& Click Here to Join C2 Club Instantly
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https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.c2club.uniqueapp

